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if we except their antipathy to the new order of things
and to the very principle of representative government.
At the head of the Ministry stood M. Goremykine,
an old bureaucrat who even at that period had already
been fifty years in the service of the State;   everyone
will remember the astonishment which greeted his re-
appointment to the same high office a little while before
the outbreak of the great European War;   he himself
was surprised at being called to power at so critical an
epoch and compared himself to an old fur coat that one
might take out of a box for protection against an un-
expected   bit    of   bad   weather.    Unfortunately,   his
metaphor was only too exact, for in 1906, as in  1914,
that overcoat proved to be entirely worn out and unfit
for sheltering the monarchy from the tempest which
threatened it.
There was a striking contrast between the new head
of the Government and Count Witte, who had just
retired;   the  more  the latter continued to  dominate
even his enemies by his talents and energies, in spite of
the disappointments he had suffered during the con-
cluding months of his tenure, the more did M. Gorenxy-
Hne pale into insignificance.   What could have caused
the Emperor to choose him for so important an office ?
The most plausible explanation was that he had known
how to make himself personally agreeable to the Czarina,
as a member of the different benevolent societies over'
which she presided,    M.  Goremykine piqued himself
on  being an  accomplished  courtier  and  affected the
manners peculiar to old-time Court etiquette, but what
appeared to please the Empress above all Was the osten-
tation with which he displayed his ultra-monarchical
sentiments.
The most notable representative of the old bureau-